WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



An ink cartridge for an Inkjet printer, wherein the 
ink cai^tridge is one of ink cartridges that are detachably 
5 attached to a cartridge accomTnodating portion of the ink jet 
printer ^ aligned in parallel, each ink cartridge having at 
least one Engaging portion formed at a side of the ink 
cartridge tiaat faces an adjacent ink cartridge, wherein a set 
of the opposed engaging portions of each pair of adjacent ink 
10 cartridges forms a matching set in which the engaging portions 
engage with e^h other to position the adjacent ink cartridges 
with respect t<\ each other, and wherein the matching sets are 
shaped and located such that a fitting structure between one 
pair of adjacent \nk cartridges and a fitting structure 
15 between another pai^ of adjacent ink cartridges are different 
•.m \ in form, \ 



\ in form, \ 

iing\se1 



ink cartridge according to claim 1, wherein 
each matching\set has a different shape. 

^ Y^i \ The ink cartridge according to claim 1, wherein one 

engaging portion of each matching set is a projection and the 
other isV recess. 




25 4\ The ink cartridge according to claim 1, wherein 

each engaging portion extends in a direction parallel with a 
directionXin which the associated ink cartridge is moved for 
attaching Vie ink cartridge to the cartridge accommodating 
portion. \ s^- 

5. TheXink cartridge according to claim 1, wherein 
each matching set allows the associated two ink cartridges to 
move relative with each other in a direction parallel with a 
direction in wh:^ch the ink cartridges are moved for attaching 
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the ink cartridges to the cartridge accommodating portion. 

Wf Os. The ink cartridge according to claim 1, wherein 
each injc cartridge includes a main body and a sub body 
5 connecteoi to the main body, and each engaging portion is 
formed in \he sub body of the associated ink cartridge . 

1 ^" \ "^^^ cartridge according to claim 1^ wherein the 

\ y cartridge\accommodating portion has a plurality of connecting 
S)^ members, wlrerein each ink cartridge includes a contact that 
contacts oneVof the connecting members when the ink cartridge 
is attached to. the cartridge accommodating portion . 

8. The in\ cartridge according to claim 7, wherein 
15 each contact is lofcated offset from the middle of the 

associated ink cart\idge in an aligning direction of the ink 
cartridges. 

The ink cartridge according to claim 7, wherein the 
20 contacfi^ of adjacent ink cartridges contact a common 
connect i\ig member. 



10. Vn ink cartridge for an Inkjet printer, wherein the 
ink cartridge is one of ink cartridges that are detachably 
25 attached to ^ cartridge accommodating portion of the Inkjet 
printer as aligned in parallel, each ink cartridge having at 
least one engaging portion formed at a side of the ink 
cartridge that riaces an adjacent ink cartridge, wherein a set 
of the opposed engaging portions of each pair of adjacent ink 
30 cartridges forms aVnatching set in which the engaging portions 
engage with each otfter to position the adjacent ink cartridges 
with respect to eachVther, and wherein each matching set is 
formed only between prlsdetermined two adjacent ink cartridges 
such that the ink cartr\dges are connected together as aligned 
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a predetermined order. 



\ The ink cartridge according to claim 10, wherein 

each matcn^^ set has a different shape. 

The ink cartridge according to claim 10, wherein 
one eng^ing portion of each matching set is a projection and 
the otherXis a recess. 



10 




The ink cartridge according to claim 10^ wherein 
each engaging portion extends in a direction parallel with a 
directioA in which the associated ink cartridge is moved for 
attaching \:he ink cartridge to the cartridge accommodating 
portion. 



14- ThdV ink cartridge according to claim 10, wherein 
each matching ^et allows the associated two ink cartridges ^to 
move relative w\th each other in a direction parallel with a 
direction in whi\h the ink cartridges are moved for attaching 
the ink cartridge^ to the cartridge accommodating portion. 
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15- The ink cartridge according to claim 10, wherein 
the cartridge accommOKlating portion has a plurality of 
connecting members, wherein each ink cartridge includes a 
contact that contacts ope of the connecting members when the 
ink cartridge is attache!^ to the cartridge accommodating 
portion, and each contact\is located offset from the middle of 
the associated ink cartridge in an aligning direction of the 
ink cartridges. 



The ink cartridge according to claim 15, wherein 
the contacts of adjacent ink cartridges contact a common 
connecting member. 
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kT. An ink cartridge for an Inkjet printer, wherein the 
ink car^idge is one of ink Cartridges that are detachably 
attached Ctei a cartridge accommodating portion of the Inkjet 
printer as ai^^ned in parallel, wherein each ink cartridge 
includes a conWt that contacts one of connecting members 
formed in the ca^ridge accommodating portion when the ink 
cartridge is attached to the cartridge accommodating portion, 
and wherein each c^act is located offset from the middle of 
the associated ink cS^tridge in an aligning direction of the 
ink cartridges. 
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^8. The ink cartridge according to claim 17, wherein 
the con\^cts of adjacent ink cartridges contact a common 
connectiiT& member. 

19. AnXinkjet printer, comprising: 
a cartridge accommodating portion; and 

a pluralitV of ink cartridges, wherein the ink cartridges 
are detachably attached to the cartridge accommodating portion 
as aligned in para\lel, each ink cartridge having at least one 
engaging portion foWd at a side of the ink cartridge that 
faces an adjacent inlX cartridge, wherein a set of the opposed 
engaging portions of elljch pair of adjacent ink cartridges 
forms a matching set inVhich the engaging portions engage 
with each other to positiVi the adjacent ink cartridges with 
respect to each other, andVherein the matching sets are 
shaped and located such thaAa fitting structure between one 
pair of adjacent ink cartridges and a fitting structure 
between another pair of adjacert^ ink cartridges are different 
in form. 



2^ An Inkjet printer, comprising: 
a c^tridge accommodating portion; 

a pluvrality of connecting members, which are formed in 
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the carOTidge accommodating portion; 

a plVality of ink cartridges, wherein the ink cartridges 
are detachaBi^ attached to the cartridge accommodating portion 
as aligned in^arallel; and 

a contact ,V/hich is formed on each ink cartridge, wherein 
each contact contV^ts one of the connecting members when the 
associated ink car^idge is attached to the cartridge 
accommodating portioA and each contact is located offset from 
the middle of the assoSdated ink cartridge in an aligning 
direction of the ink ca^ridges. 
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